Summers Place Auctions to Sell
the Eclectic Flower Pot Inn Taxidermy Collection

A stuffed perch by Cooper (est. £800 - £1,200)

Summers Place Auctions will hold its regular Evolution Auction on 22 November
2022.
This year, the sale will include the eclectic collection of taxidermy from the
well-known Flower Pot pub in Henley-on-Thames. The collection had been
assembled by the landlord in the late 80s and 90s, but he has now retired and is
selling his famous collection. Due to its close location to the Thames, it is no surprise
that many of the 88 lots are indeed a wide variety of fish, but other local animals are
also represented.
Most of the taxidermy is from
the early 20th Century, but
there are some rare Victorian
fish cases included as well as
some more modern ones from
the 1990s. Many of them by
the famous taxidermy
business of Cooper & Sons,
which was later run by Griggs,
and others by well-known
taxidermists like Homer.

The business that became
known as Cooper and Sons is
the most famous name in the
history of fish taxidermy, and is
recognised throughout the
world. The company lasted for
over 100 years and three
generations with John Cooper
(1807 -1872) setting it up and
his son also named John (1840 1916) continuing the high
standards which meant that the company flourished. On his death his own sons took
on the business, but the effects of World War I led to a decline in business
opportunities and it was eventually being taken over by William (Bertie) Griggs
(1884 - 1953) and later his son Lionel Griggs (1915 -1984).

Bertie Griggs is usually regarded as the man who took antique fish taxidermy to its
highest level, and his work today is highly sought after, as is that of his son Lionel.
Although in business under his own name for many years, Bertie is best known for
the fact that he took over the famous old firm of Cooper's during the early 1930s.
Such was the prestige of the Cooper name that although Bertie Griggs now owned
the company he continued to label his cases 'J. Cooper and Sons' even though
everything produced was his work. After Bertie's death during 1953, his son Lionel
continued the business using the same high standards that he had learned from his
father. The business lasted for several years producing top quality cases but by 1960
taxidermy was in the doldrums, and in 1962 it was decided to close the doors
forever.

Although many fish taxidermist rose to prominence, it was William Homer (1869 1957) who created the third of the antique companies that produced work that is
most highly sought after today. His products carry a distinct style that results in the
majority of the cases he made being surprisingly light in weight.
Highlights include three stuffed pike by Cooper & Sons, dated 1929, expected to
sell for £1,000 - £1,500, and another pike by Len Griggs also with a J Cooper & sons
label from 1953 (est. £800 - £1,200), while a stuffed rudd from 1917 carries the
same estimate as does a 1910 perch, both by Cooper. A Thames trout by Cooper
from 1939 may fetch £700 - £1,000 and three stuffed perch by Gibson with a
Homer label from 1914 are estimated at £650 - £850. Among the early taxidermy is
a pike dated from 1894 and probably by Sanders, estimated at £300 - £500, while
an unusual barrel cased stuffed pike is probably late 19th Century (est. £200 - £300)
and an early Cooper pike with Bowness and Bowness label, dated 1882, carries an
estimate of £400 - £600. This auction is also an opportunity for young collectors to
bid for some taxidermy with estimates starting from as little as £30 - £50 for a
recent case of sardines with an A. Hall label for example.
The celebrated collection turned the Flower Pot Inn into a mecca for anyone
interested in fishing as it so close to a beautiful stretch of the River Thames and its
extensive collection of preserved fish trophies with several YouTube videos featuring
the collection, including this one: https://youtu.be/dmcjQ1xF2Es.
-endsSummers Place Auctions are the world's leading auctioneers of Garden Statuary and
Natural History. The sales are held in the award winning 5,000 sq ft gallery nestling within 6
acres of walled gardens and the arboretum of the Victorian mansion, Summers Place,
outside Billingshurst in West Sussex.
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